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6 Boys to Men

By Susan P. Milner
Students become role models for inner-city boys in this
innovative scholarship program.
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By Olivia Miller
Marla Johnson makes the leap from campus to cyberspace.

By Greg Russell
They don't don shoulder pads and cleats, but these alumni
are team players.

Beating the Odds

ByElizabethJaneWalker
A new program helps compulsive gamblers overcome
their addictions.

Hometown Hero

By Elizabeth Jane Walker
In Decatur County, Tenn., every child can attend college,
thanks to this alumnus.

Quake-Up Call

ByGregRussell
Researchers learn jarring lessons at the scene of a Taiwan
temblor.
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a leadership role in this region.
Students in public health, emerging
technologies, international studies
and the performing arts will keep
Memphis growing into the new millennium."
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President \I. Lane Rawlins tapes a "Millennium Moment" segment for the Celebrate 2000 campaign.

Celebrate 2000
John Dye (BFA'96), star of the
CBS television series Touched by an
Angel, is among the personalities
featured in Celebrate 2000, a yearlong marketing campaign involving
WREG-TV.
The campaign uses 30-second
messages narrated by spokespeople
such as Dye and Shelby County
Mayor Jim Rout ('64), plus five 30minute specials highlighting the
University's programs in undergraduate education, performing arts,
information technology, international studies and health. Baptist
Hospital is a co-sponsor of the campaign, which began in September.
Linda Michael, The U of M's
director of marketing and communications, said the campaign is
designed to raise overall awareness
of the University's programs,
improve perceptions and increase
enrollment.
Dye, Rout and other University
spokespeople appear in "Millennium
Moments," a series of 30-second messages focusing on U ofM programs,
including the theatre program where
Dye had some of his first success on
the stage. There will be 52
"Millennium Moments," each with a

different message and spokesperson.
President V. Lane Rawlins appears
in at least two of four commercials
dealing with leadership vision.
The first of five 30-minute
University of Memphis specials featuring the University's destination
areas will air this spring or summer,
Michael said. Times and dates have
not been determined.
"This is a unique opportunity for
us to tell the University's story,"
Michael said. "Through these commercials and televised specials, we'll
be able to cover a lot of ground. We
plan to highlight the excellence
that's here at the University-our
students, faculty, staff and alumnias well as our programs and facilities." The Celebrate 2000 campaign
will be the launch pad for the
University's marketing efforts over
the next two to three years, she said.
WREG-TV President Bob Eoff
(BA '71), a member of the
University's Alumni Board, said the
station welcomed an opportunity to
join with the University in Celebrate
2000. "We know the economic impact
that higher education has in our
region," he said. "The University of
Memphis has outlined its destinatipn, its future course, and is taking
THE UN I VERS I TY OF MEM PHI S

Tiger assistant basketball coach
Johnny Jones was named interim
head coach on Nov. 14, when former
coach Tic Price resigned.
Jones, a graduate of Louisiana
State University, worked as an associate head coach for the Tigers from
1997-99, following an associate head
coaching stint at LSU from 1994-97.
"The best way to sum up Johnny
Jones is he's a classy human being
who's always been appreciative of
everything that's happened to him,"
said Dale Brown, head coach at LSU
during Jones' time there. "And let me
say this about him becoming a head
coach-I think he will shock people."
Jones is the only player in LSU
history to play in the Final Four
(1981) and coach in the Final Four
(1986). He started as a student assistant under Brown, eventually working his way to the rank of associate
head coach. He was LSU's top
recruiter, helping land Shaquille
O'Neal, Chris Jackson and Randy
Livingston.

Executive In
A veteran hospitality industry
executive has joined The University
of Memphis to help with a new bachelor's degree program in hotel and
resort management.
Ben Peternell, who recently
stepped down as senior vice president
for human resources and communications at Harrah's Entertainment Inc.,
is a visiting executive at the Fogelman College of Business and Economics. He is working with faculty members and Memphis-area business
representatives to implement the academic program for the new Kemmons
Wilson School of Hospitality and
Resort Management, which is expected to begin operations in 2001.
Peternell will also co-teach a
W I NTE R 2 000

human resources seminar
in the Fogelman College's
MBA curriculum, and he
will develop a speakers
series in the hospitality
and hotel management
field. He is volunteering
his time to the University. '

Class ACT
A University of
Memphis laboratory is
meeting a crucial need in
the region by helping people learn to use devices
that enhance the lives of
individuals with disabilities.
"Many teachers aren't
aware of the devices available to help kids who have
physical disabilities," said
Dr. Tom Buggey, co-director of the Mid-South
Access Center for
Technology (ACT). The
faculty member in
Instruction and
Curriculum Leadership
Army ROTC cadet Angie Coffey, a sophomore U of M student, stands vigil in
received a Technology
front of the Administration Building during observance of Veteran's Day in
Access Fee grant several
November. The day is set aside to honor veterans of the armed forces. All camyears ago to create
"Buggey's Buggy," a mobile pus ROTC units took part in the vigil, which lasted from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
computer lab that helped
education students, teachHall, ACT is open from 9 a.m. to 5
ers and parents learn about such
p.m. and by appointment. For more
assistive technology as scanning
information, call 901/678-3919.
boards, touch-screens and communication switches.
The College of Education has
expanded Buggey's program by establishing a center designed for caregivers, students, individuals with
disabilities and teachers who need
assistive technology information or
services. Service agencies, early intervention specialists, physical therapists and occupational therapists may
also take advantage of ACT's offerings. The "hands-on" center provides
a place where people may try out
hardware and software programs for
no charge. ACT staff also provide
evaluations, matching technology to
specific needs.
Located in Room 307B of Ball

Prevention Central
The University of Memphis
Prevention Center is beginning the
first phase of what could be a sevenyear program aimed at preventing
obesity among young black women.
The idea behind the study and its
related intervention project is to head
off health problems associated with
being overweight, said Dr. Bettina M.
Beech, who recently came to the
Prevention Center from the Tulane
University School of Public Health
and Tropical Medicine. The first 34month phase of the study will focus
on girls aged 8-10 and their diet,
physical activity, family environment
3
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addition to teaching English, the
Americans study Mandarin Chinese,
earning six hours of college credit
each semester.

Taking Aim At Crime

A scholarship in memory of the late Or. George Etheridge, former professor of education at The U of M, has been endowed by a gift donated by Barbara (BSEd '83) and Ira A. Lipman, founder and president of Guardsmark Inc. The George

w Etheridge Early Childhood Education Memorial Scholarship will be awarded annually to a student who is pursuing a
degree in early childhood education. Mrs. Lipman is a longtime champion of children's rights and education and a former
instructor at the Barbara K. Lipman Early Childhood Research Institute at The U of M. Pictured are: Dr. V. Lane Rawlins,
University president; Or. Carol Etheridge (EdD '84), associate professor of instruction and curriculum leadership; scholarship recipient Nancy Mundorf; Or. John Schifani, assistant dean of education; and Laurie McIntosh of Guardsmark Inc.

and cultural issues, as researchers
look for measures to prevent excessive weight gain.
"We feel that rather than treating
obesity and the heart attacks,
strokes, diabetes and other problems
that go along with obesity, it's better
to prevent the weight gain," Beech
said. "Obesity treatment has been the
focus of considerable effort in youth,
but little attention has been paid to
weight gain prevention for AfricanAmerican pre-adolescent girls."
The second phase of the project,
which is funded by the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, will
implement the prevention measures
in a large group of girls for a five-year
test period.

Chinese Connection
A University of Memphis project
that sends students to China to teach
English has become the largest program of its type, drawing praise from
Chinese officials, its coordinator said.
4

Forty students, many of them on
leave from other universities, last fall
began a yearlong internship in China,
said Dr. William H . O'Donnell, a professor of English and coordinator of
English and Chinese programs at The
U ofM. The program, which began in
1998, was cited during a Chinese
national conference on innovations in
education in Beijing last summer,
when the Chinese State Council
declared it a national model for education.
"Recognition and praise from the
State Council is a key signal of official endorsement of the Shenzhen
program-the Chinese equivalent of
an invitation to the White House with
national press coverage," O'Donnell
said.
The internship program began
early in 1998 with 12 U ofM students
going to China to teach conversational English in the secondary schools of
Shenzhen, a city of about 3 million
people just north of Hong Kong. In

A veteran police chief has been
appointed director of the Mid-South
Training Institute at The University
of Memphis.
Dennis Joyner (BPS '90), who
retired last year after 20 years as
chief of police in Collierville, has
begun planning a series of law
enforcement training programs to be
offered by the institute later this
summer.
"We have a vision that we can
build a program that will be the
equal of some of the well-known
police training institutes," said
Joyner, who has more than 33 years
experience in law enforcement.
The Mid-South Training
Institute is a joint effort of The U of
M's Department of Criminology and
Criminal Justice and the Memphis/
Shelby County Crime Commission. It
was organized to develop professional education programs for police, corrections personnel, juvenile justice
officials and court workers.
The training institute will concentrate initially on offering short
courses designed for first-line supervisors and middle-management officers. The four- or five-day courses
will use faculty members from The
U of M and other universities, as
well as Mid-South law enforcement
officials.

ing actor," said Joanna Helming (MA
'67), a U of M associate professor of
theatre. "The Dora Award is a prestigious award and we are very proud of
him and not at all surprised."
The Drawer Boy premiered at the
Theatre Passe Muraille and won four
Dora Awards, including best play and
production.

Making Ends Meet
A new "livable wage" study conducted by researchers at The U of M
is providing answers on what single
parents need to make ends meet.
The study found that it takes at
least $27,225 for a single mother
with two children to live independent
of public assistance in Memphis. It
also identified what incomes other
family types need to live without
welfare.
"The proliferation oflow-wage
jobs means that many people are
employed these days, but they aren't
necessarily making ends meet," said
the author of the study, Dr. David H.
Ciscel.
The project was done by the
University's Center for Research on
Women, and grew out of concerns
from staff at the Women's Foundation
of Greater Memphis over what
enables women to be economically

President and Mrs. V. Lane
Rawlins enlisted the help of
Campus School children to
design their 1999 holiday greeting cards. Fifth-grader Anna
Swearengen (at left) won the
contest, receiving a $200 savings
bond, a framed greeting card and
100 cards for her personal use.
Winning second and third place
in the contest were (from left)
sixth-graders Lesley Barnhart
and Ericka Bennett. The cards
were printed courtesy of The
University of Memphis
Foundation and Jaco-Bryant
Printers Inc.

And the Winner Is ...
A University of Memphis graduate has received a prestigious honor
for his work on the award-winning
theatrical production The Drawer
Boy. Miles Potter (BFA '71) received
the Dora Mavor Moore Award for
Outstanding Direction. The awards
have been compared to the American
Tony Awards and recognizes theatrical achievement in Toronto.
"Potter is an outstanding director and I knew he was an outstandT HE UN IV E R S IT Y OF MEMPHI S

self sufficient. Ciscel is a professor of
economics and faculty affiliate of
CROW.
Ciscel explained that the living
wage is based on family type and
household budget. Using economic
data, he calculated the costs of housing, utilities, food and other components of a budget for one- and
two-parent families with different
numbers of children. "This is a barebones budget," he said. "It allows no
funds for extras like eating out in a
restaurant, going on a vacation, buying a new car or saving for your children's college."
Among the key things the study
found: For a full-time working single
parent with two children, it takes
$13.61 per hour pay to earn a living
wage in Memphis; for a two-adult
family with two children, each parent
must earn $8.92 per hour working a
total of 70 hours per week to earn a
living wage in Memphis; a single
parent with one child who earns $6
per hour would have to work 74
hours each week to earn a living
wage; and the living wage is about
double the official federal poverty
thresholds for 1999.
A copy of "What is a Living Wage
for Memphis?" can be obtained by
calling 901/678-2770.

W I N T E R 2000

Dwarfing most other structures on campus, the
University's newest landmark nears completion. The
120-foot clock tower is visible from several areas of campus and is part of the most ambitious group of construction projects the University has undertaken in more than
30 years. Other projects at or near completion include a
940-space parking garage, renovation of the University
Center and the Physical Education Building, and a
1, 000-seat theatre.

The Beat Goes On
U of M director of bands Sidney
McKay has been selected to represent the United States at one of
Europe's most prestigious musical
events this spring.
Dr. McKay will serve as a judge
at two of the three concert series of
"The Easter in Maastricht Festival"
in the Netherlands. The event evaluates the performances and music of
marching, concert, community and
college bands from seven European
countries and the United States.
The trip to the festival will not
be the first for McKay; two years ago
he took the River City Concert Band
to perform in the event. The music
professor also has served as a guest
conductor and adjudicator in London
and 14 states.
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The foundation plans to fund four classes of
scholarship students over the next seven years.
The grant was established to guarantee that
each scholar receives assistance through graduation, says Brogdon. Each scholarship recipient
receives 50 percent of his tuition and up to $300
for textbooks each semester from the foundation .
The Day Foundation, founded by Memphis
businessman Clarence Day, is a philanthropic
organization dedicated to improving the lives of
children and young adults. The foundation has
provided scholarships for students at Rhodes
College the Universit of the South Centre
'
y
'
•

1

t began as a simple idea. pair black male co lege students with eager, inner-city boys in a
Boy Scout envi•
ronment. One
man leads the
way for many. Like a
small stone thrown
into a pool, the ripples fan out. This
small act touches a
few, then many; subsequently, a whole community benefits.
"By giving African-American males assistance in going to college and providing leadership
training, we hope to encourage outstanding role
models for inner-city neighborhoods," says
George Brogdon (BEd '89), senior program officer
for The Day Foundation, which recently funded
10 scholarships at The U ofM. "Our scholarship
program allows these students to become mentors for kids through Scouting, while at the same
time giving them valuable experience as leaders
in the African-American community."
During the first year, Scouting officials project scholarship winners will be responsible for 20
inner-city Scouting units, with a maximum of 25
boys per group. Each scholar will lead one Boy
Scout and one Cub Scout troop. The following
year the number of scholarship recipients will
double, allowing each troop to have a leader and
an assistant.
"But by the third year," Brogdon enthusiastically explains, "there will be 40 troops involving
1,000 inner-city kids."

B y
6

The Dav Foundation of Memphis has selected the
first recipients of an innovative scholarship prouram that will benefit inner-city vouth as well as
10 University of Memphis students.

s us

A N

p

College and Furman University. The Hal P.
Bailey Jr. Leadership Scholarships are the first
awards given by the foundation to a public institution of higher education.
"We at the foundation thought these scholarships were a good partnership with The
University of Memphis, even though this is a little different step for us ," Brogdon says. "The
biggest plus is that The U of M graduates more
African-American students than almost any of
the nation's traditionally white universities. We
felt like this program was a perfect fit."
Day Foundation officials combined scholarship funding with a service requirement to
extend the reach of these students into the local
urban community. The scholarship recipients
receive extensive and ongoing leadership training
from local Scouting officials and volunteers to
increase their effectiveness.
"This fall we are meeting with these guys
weekly to provide leadership training and a
working knowledge of Scouting," says Jeff Issac,

•

director of operations with the Chickasaw
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. "At this point,
each student is leading a Boy Scout troop and a Cub
Scout pack in inner-city Memphis."
Involving young men as mentors in the urban
community was a concept prompted by the new local
Scout executive, Gene Stone. According to Brogdon,
the first thing Stone noticed when he came to
Memphis was the critical need for more Scout troops
in the core city neighborhoods of Memphis. Stone
said, "Who needs Scouting more than an inner-city
kid?"
"That got us at the foundation thinking,"
Brogdon says. "We decided to fund the scholarships
to provide competent mentors for these kids and also
to help with all the other things a Scout troop needs:
books, summer camp expenses, uniforms.

"We want the kid down at
Caldwell Elementary in the
inner-city to get the same kind of
traditional Scouting experience
as the kid out in Germantown."
To accomplish this goal, the
Day Foundation partnered with
the Boy Scouts of America in a
matching grant, which will reach
$500,000. Additionally the foundation will fund The U ofM
scholarships, which will exceed
$350,000 in seven years.
The first recipients of the
Bailey scholarships and their
parents were recognized at a dinner at Memphis' Crescent Club.
The winners were selected by a
committee of University and Boy
Scout officials and the late Hal P.
Bailey Jr.'s wife, Diana. Selection
was based on leadership potential, personal communication
skills and an awareness of social
issues. The group, all graduates
of local public high schools,
include Yorle Boyd, Calvin Collier
Jr., Terrence Cosby, Curtis
Franklin, Brandon Jackson,
Jermaine Johnson, Christain
Jones, Kevin McCalleum and
Jason Pilgram.
For Brogdon and members
of The Day Foundation, these
scholarships are a fitting tribute
to the late Hal P. Bailey Jr., a former president of the foundation.
Bailey was a longtime volunteer for the local Boy
Scouts. When the Scouting grant initiative began
forming, foundation officials decided to name the
scholarships in Bailey's honor. Unfortunately Bailey,
who was ill at the time, died before the program
began.
"Mr. Bailey loved the Scouts," explains Brogdon.
"With his involvement with them over the years, it
made perfect sense to name these scholarships for him."

Above: The first Hal P Bailey Jr. Leadership scholars and their parents are honored at a dinner at the Crescent Club by Diana Bailey,
widow of Hal Bailey; University of Memphis administrators; and executives of the Day Foundation and Boy Scouts of America.
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No More Flat Fees
demanding day on the Internet.
Aristotle provides a dial-up Internet service with
"I did a lot of internships and worked on
a
unique
pay structure, charging 50 cents an hour for
many research projects that totally led to
Internet
access
and billing customers only for the
everything I'm doing," says Johnson of her
amount
of
time
they use their connections. All other
academic background. "My first experience
Internet providers have flat-fee arrangements. "We
with computers was on a grant research profound that 85 percent of the people on the Internet
ject in the Geography Department. We creatuse it less that 40 hours a month, and that 85 percent
ed screens of information and brought in
saves money with our plan," says Johnson. The compeople from the Mid-South corridor to look
pany provides WebSage II to their customers who
at the information and respond to a surveyhave Windows 95/98. "It's a cool product that is now
very similar to the work I do today."
embedded with Internet Explorer, but in the beginning it was the first 'add water only' browser on the
That work encompasses designing Web
Internet," explains Johnson. "In other words, ours was
sites, developing software for electronic comthe
first software product that included e-mail, newsmerce, and providing dial-up service to
17,000 individuals and
300 companies. Aristotle "Someone asked in 1995 if we had seen the Internet. I took
is unique in the world of
a look at it and there was this explosion in my head. The
Internet access
providers because the
possibilities were incredible, and I knew I had to do this."
company developed its
own browsing software,
WebSage II. "When we first went into busigroups, and Internet access all in one program instead
of a bunch of different pieces of software products."
ness we discovered that Netscape required a
Anyone who has loaded several software products and
$20,000 license for distributing their browsagonized through indecipherable error messages
er," says Johnson, whose business is based in
resulting
from system incompatibilities can appreciate
Little Rock, Ark. "All our competitors were
Johnson's
approach.
distributing without a license, so we had to
Staying competitive in the Internet access busieither knowingly go into the market distribness
is tricky. "There are no five-year plans in this
uting something without a license, or pay for
industry," says Johnson. ''You have to be very flexible
it and pass the costs to our customers.
in terms of shifting direction and offering a whole new
Instead, we created our own product."
service. Just recently we've opened a new area in
Aristotle partnered with a Little Rock cominteractive CD-ROM development." In addition,
puter-game company, Five Miles Out, that
Aristotle provides turn-key Internet solutions for comhad designed the original WebSage to create
panies, offering Internet marketing strategies, Web
WebSage II.
site research, training for various Internet applications, and Web site maintenance. Customers can dial
Aristotle to check e-mail when traveling out of state
by using a toll-free number, keeping costs at less than
13 cents a minute.

From Campus to CEO
How did Johnson move from those undergraduate
research experiences to CEO of an Internet access
provider? By way of video game production and software development. "I worked for over a year doing
production for video games, and when our contract
was running out someone asked in 1995 ifwe had
seen the Internet," recalls Johnson. "I took a look at it
and there was this explosion in my head. The possibilities were incredible, and I knew I had to do this ."
Johnson and other software producers decided to start

10
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an Internet access
business; in August
of 1995, Aristotle
was launched with
four full-time
employees.
At first glance,
one may question
how Johnson's

STOTLE®

design than for dial-up access, even though we have
17,000 individual subscribers." Johnson was also the
recipient in 1998 of an Outstanding Young
Arkansans Award from the state's Junior Chamber of
Commerce.
"A key to growth in this business is to be fearless in learning by doing," says Johnson. ''You have
to keep energy, keep good people, and keep the
ride fun ."

"A key to growth in this business is to be fearless in learning by doing. You have to keep
energy, keep good people, and keep the ride fun."
career choice relates to her bachelor's degree with triple
majors in international relations, urban studies and
political science. Johnson explains that she worked at
WKNO during her campus years, and decided to major
in radio and TV. But the WKNO director advised her to
obtain work experience at the station and major in
another area. Johnson chose media, communication,
economics and government.

Keep the Ride Fun
Even Johnson's government background has yielded
an Internet application. Aristotle was the first Internet
company to host a political debate online between
national candidates in the 1996 congressional race.
People sent instant messages with questions, and the
candidates responded and then could rebut the other's
response. "But the growth of this type of event has been
disappointing," Johnson explains. "Politicians seem
uncomfortable with online debating where they must
respond off the cuff in a very public arena, and where
they can't take it back because it's in writing already."
Johnson also designed the Web site for the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee and has provided
Web-site programming and design for other D.C.-based
organizations.
Today Johnson's company employs 30 artists and
technical people to design Web sites such as
www.arkansas.com, the Web site for Arkansas State
Parks and Tourism. Aristotle has won national design
awards as well as Arkansas' first Addy Award for
Internet Web site design. "Designing for the Web has
been thrilling," says Johnson. "And in 1999, for the first
time we have higher company revenues in our Web site

W I NTER 2000
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With the liger football team needing a helping hand, several University of
Memphis alumni put on their own helmets, toed the line of scrimmage and came
up with a way to help out The Uof M's sports program.

12
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EN SOSSAMAN has never played football, but
the University of Memphis alum sure knows
how to throw a touchdown pass.
With the University's Athletic Department facing a tight budget, Sossaman (BEA '75) and other U
ofM alumni teamed up on an innovative marketing
campaign to enhance the University's image and to
increase Tiger football season ticket sales.
"Tennessee colleges right now are terribly
under-funded," says Sossaman. "It was apparent
The U of M would not have the kind of dollars it was
going to take to do a professional-quality job that
puts their best foot forward on a football season
ticket campaign."
Sossaman, president of Sossaman Bateman &
Associates Advertising, contributed just over
$79,000 in a gift-in-kind donation and did other
work at cost to generate a first-rate season ticket
campaign. Included were several television commercials featuring Tiger football players, radio spots,
and mass distribution of a Tiger football
schedule/poster that included season ticket information.
Sossaman says the idea for using players in the
commercials came from an ad hoc sports committee-consisting of several alumni-that was studying ways to generate support for the Tiger football
program.
"It was mentioned that some of the players over
the summer would be doing telemarketing for season tickets. I thought, 'How perfect is that for communicating how eager these guys are to make this
season great? They are out there selling season tickets!' So we took what we called a SportsCenter
approach, from a TV perspective, and put together
some spots that poked fun at the players a little bit,
but very tongue in cheek. What we were trying to do
was to communicate the "fun" atmosphere of attending a game and that nobody is going to try harder
than these guys for a winning season."
In the resulting ads, a female "coach" dressed in
business attire used a chalkboard to challenge the
football players-dressed in full gear-to go out and
sell season tickets. Snippets had the players bargaining with potential season ticket buyers over the
phone, promising to do better on defense if they
would just buy tickets. Players would "high-five"
each other when they made a sale. Alumnus Bill
Carrier (EBA '7 4), owner of API Photographers and
API Cine, directed the shoot and provided several
other services for the project.
Sossaman says using untrained actors in comic
WINTER 2000

roles was a risk. "Some people do fine in front of a
camera; some people don't," he says. "But these guys
were great. They were so eager to perform and do
well."
Other alumni examined different ways to
enhance crowds at football games. Bobby Wharton
(BSET '75) studied ways to make attending games
easier, including looking at MATA transportation
routes and simplifying stadium parking. Dr. John
Tyler (MBA '88), Pat Lloyd (BEA '76), Steve Vescovo
(EBA '77, JD '80) and Bob Byrd (EBA '69, MS '75)
worked on marketing components, scheduling gametime events that would promote a festive atmosphere. Vescovo also worked on involving more
alumni in football games.
"Ultimately what we were trying to do was to
enhance the image of our university, our sports program and specifically the Tiger football program,"
says Kevin Grothe, associate director of athletic
external affairs. "These alumni and friends who
helped with the campaign realize the importance
our athletic program plays in this city and for our
University. We have received a lot of positive feedback on this campaign. It was extremely creative
and everything was done very professionally."
Grothe says the ad campaign totaled $445,345,
but with the help of several in-kind donations and
services provided at cost, The U of M paid only a
fraction of the cost-$81, 750.
Contributing services to make the campaign
successful were Starr-Toof Printing, Unisource, API
Cine, WREG-TV, Time Warner, WHRK-FM, WDIAFM, WEGR-FM, The Commercial Appeal, WGKXFM, WSRR-FM, WMC-AM and FM, WMC-TV,
WPTY-TV, WMFS-FM, WLOK-AM, Mid-South
Tribune, Metro Networks, TotalREACH, Memphis
Traffic and Weather Network, WREC-AM, Tri-State
Defender, WHBQ-AM, WHBQ-TV, The Daily News,
Downtowner Magazine, WCRV-AM, Key Magazine,
WOTO-FM, Shelby Sun Times, WLMT-TV, Cordova
Beacon, Mid-South Golfer, WBBP-AM, KSUD-AM,
Bartlett Express, KANG-FM, WOGY-FM, WRBOFM, and WRVR-FM.
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i "In the beginning, you think it's under control. Then you lose
:1 and you start chasing your losses. The more you lose,
:1 the more you want to get it back; it becomes the most
4◄
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:1 important thing in your life. I gambled for 60 years,
4<

:1 and I wouldn't want anybody to travel the road
:1 I did-I wouldn't wish it on a dog. I stopped
4◄

4◄

:1 gambling six years ago. Now my life is one
:1 big, happy life. I'm a different person. I
4,

4,

:i like being who I am now."
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arly one autumn morning
last year, Bob Jackson*
drove along Shady Grove,
listening as his small children regaled him with
stories about their activities. Pulling
into their East Memphis private
school, Jackson kissed them goodbye.
"I'll see you for dinner tonight," he
promised, with a carefree wave of his
hand.
But Jackson would not join his
offspring for an evening meal or
tuck them into bed that night. His
blue-eyed daughter would lie in the
dark, terrified, as her mother called
the local police, sheriff and state police
in a frantic search for Jackson. Unable
to sleep, 11-year-old Curtis would
emerge from his bedroom, a solemn witness to his mother's agony. "He's gambling
again," he would mutter.
"Sure enough, Bob was bingeing down
in Tunica," recalls Caroline Jackson. Now
divorced, Caroline says her kids are the innocent victims of Bob's addiction. "My children have
seen their father arrested and they've listened to
his empty promises. They understand that daddy's
sick, but they're still angry," she says. Bob liquidated their joint IRA and opened several credit card
accounts, some with limits as high as $100,000. Caroline
says her ex-husband is still gambling. "You have to want to
quit," she says. "He doesn't want that yet."
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*Names of gamblers and their families have been changed.
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♦♦♦

Roll of the Dice
Bob Jackson is in good company; research shows
that about 85 percent of adults have gambled at least
once, with no adverse effects for more than 90 percent.
But the habit has caused some problems for 5 to 7 percent of all gamblers; and for 1 to 3 percent, the activity
has evolved into an addiction, wreaking havoc in families, careers and home lives. According to the National
Gambling Impact Study Commission, compulsive gamblers cost society as much as $9 billion annually in
expenses related to crime, bankruptcy, firings, divorce
and health-care costs. The problem extends to such public figures as golfer John Daly, whose public battle with
alcohol and gambling has cost him millions.
"Our guess is that approximately 6 percent of gamblers would benefit from some services or assistance in
changing their lives," says Dr. Jim Whelan, who codirects The University of Memphis' Gambling Clinic.
"So in the Memphis metropolitan area, there may be
60,000 adults whose lives are adversely affected by their
gambling behavior."

+++

learn to harness their addictions through therapy. "All
ofus have areas in our lives where we don't pay much
attention to details," he says. ''You might be a very
structured, organized person at work but your house
may be a mess. It's not that you can't keep your house
organized; it's just that you don't do it. The evidence
suggests it's the same for addictive behaviors. A person's
gambling may be out of control, but another part of his
life may be in control. So how do you use the skills you
have and apply them to certain problems or behaviorsin this case, gambling? That's what we address."
Whelan and Meyers say that most treatment programs simply adapt their alcohol treatment for gamblers. And since compulsive gambling is generally not
recognized by insurance companies as a diagnostic category, many people are unable to receive services. "One
thing that makes me feel good about our program is
that we're helping people who couldn't get the services
otherwise," says Whelan.
Two graduate students involved in the programRyan May (MS '99) and Tim Steenbergh-provide counseling services and recruit gamblers into the program.
They also speak to community groups about problem
gambling and treatment alternatives. "There's definitely
a need in the community for what we're doing," says
May. "We're trying to fill that need."

10 QUESTIONS
An affirmative answer to three or more of the following questions
may indicate a possible gambling problem:
1. Are you preoccupied with gambling-thinking about past or future
gambling experiences or planning ways to get gambling money?
2. Do you feel the need to gamble with increasing amounts of money
to achieve a desired level of excitement?
3. Have you unsuccessfully tried to reduce, control or stop gambling?
4. Do you gamble to escape from problems or to improve your mood?
5. Do you become restless or irritable when trying to cut back or stop?
6. After losing money, do you return later and try to win it back?
7. Do you lie to others to hide gambling behavior?
8. Have you committed illegal acts to obtain gambling money?
9. Do you put important relationships, jobs or career opportunities at
risk because of gambling?
10. Do you depend on others for money to relieve financial problems
due to gambling?

Gambling on Change
With the advent of casino gambling in nearby
Tunica, Miss., Whelan, Psychology Department chair
Andy Meyers and some graduate students began developing a treatment program for addicted gamblers. After
almost three years of researching the issue and working
with patients, they refined a treatment model. Last
year, with a $50,000 grant from the Assisi Foundation of
Memphis, the psychologists established a clinic at the
University to address the problem. "We're based on a
model of change," says Whelan of the clinic, which
charges only $30 for nine sessions. "We have folks take
a close look at how they gamble. They complete a
lengthy assessment on the impact gambling has had on
their lives. Then we help them set goals and we spend
the rest of the treatment on strategies to control the
gambling."
Therapists in the University's Gambling Clinic do
not preach abstinence; instead, each gambler is encouraged to set individual goals. Whelan says the outcome is
similar to the results reported by programs that ascribe
to abstinence models. "If you look at the research, you
will see that following treatment there are a portion of
people who never gamble again," says Whelan. "There
are others who gamble in such a way that it doesn't negatively impact their life, and there's a third group of
people who occasionally make major mistakes, but they
have better control than they used to."
Whelan believes gamblers can
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When the Chips are Down
The seductive allure of gambling often takes its victims by surprise, says Richard Smith, who lost between
$200,000 and $300,000 a year betting on sports. ''You
couldn't have dragged me into a casino," says Smith. "I
thought that kind of gambling involved just luck, but
skill was involved in sports betting." Smith's gambling
began with small wagers, but increased when a friend
introduced him to a bookie who accepted minimum bets
of$100.
"It was a rush," recalls Smith. "It didn't matter
whether I won or lost, because I got a rush off losing,
too . I would lose, but then go back to the newspaper's
sports page and say, 'Well I know this game's going to
hit,' so I'd get high off that. Monday Night Football is
the last game of the gambling week. Either I doubled up
and got all my money back and broke even, or I lost and
was down a lot. Then I'd have to go pay my bookie by
Thursday.
"I ended up losing just about everything," he continues. "It took my wife from me, it took my puppy dogs, it
about took my business."
Whelan says compulsive gamblers like Smith have
an addiction unlike any other. "When you
drink or do drugs, your problems don't
go away with the next high," he
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Help is available at the Gambling Clinic: A Center for Self-Change. Call
the Psychological Services Center at 901 /678-3491, visit the clinic's
Web site at www.gambling.memphis.edu or send e-mail to
gambling@mail.psych.memphis.edu.

~

explains. ''You wake up the next morning, hung over and
facing the same set of problems. But the next time you
go into that gambling venue, there is a small possibility
that all your financial problems will be solved. Most of
us don't think, 'Boy, it would be great to get incredibly
drunk.' But everybody dreams of what it's going to be
like to win millions of dollars. So it's the wish-anddream element of gambling that makes it different."

~~~

casinos, some have been drawn to lotteries, dog races,
video poker or sports betting. Patients come to the clinic
as a result of hearing the researchers' community talks,
visiting the clinic's Web page, or obtaining referrals from
other people. The client list is divided equally between
males and females between the ages of 30 and 65.
Researchers in the program are currently recruiting college students and other young adults, who have a high
rate of problematic gambling but hesitate to seek help.
Whelan says isolation is a common element in most
of the clinic's clients. Often, personal difficulties-relationship problems, major life changes, job losses or other
disappointments-are the impetus for the individual's
loss of control over gambling impulses. "Although our
treatment is centered on the gambling behavior, we do
deal with other problems during treatment," explains
Whelan. "We help people behave differently, but we also
help them see the connection between the other parts of
their life and how they gamble.''

♦♦♦

Laboratory Dice
Upstairs from the Gambling Clinic, University of
Memphis students peer into computers as they wager in
a casino laboratory. By watching subjects play the
games, researchers can learn more about gamblers'
choices and motivations. Faced with a dearth of published research on the topic, professors and graduate
students at The U of M have become experts in the field.
Whelan says Steenbergh and May have been heavily
involved in the research as well as patient treatment.
"These guys are pretty savvy," Whelan says about the
graduate students. "Right now, they have more experience treating gamblers than anyone in this city-probably in this state."
By combining laboratory research with the problems
of real clients, University researchers are finding new
and effective ways to treat gambling compulsions. "The
advantage we have as scientists-practitioners is that we
are constantly reading the literature," says Meyers.
"We're learning more and more about gambling and its
psychological and social components. We really are
excited about the treatment program we've developed.
"Most importantly," he adds, "we've got clients who
are turning their lives around in what is essentially a
very brief program.''

Ante Up
Whelan and Meyers say their clients are as different
as their compulsions. Some gamblers in the program
have eradicated their savings but not yet accrued debt;
others already owe hundreds of thousands of dollars
when they arrive at the clinic. Gambling venues vary, as
well. Although most of the clients prefer to gamble at
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Need more information?

901/678-3491
www.gambling.memphis.edu
e-mail: gambling@mail.psych.memphis.edu
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"ONE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER I'M DEAD AND GONE AND EVERYBODY HAS FORGOTTEN WHO
JIM AYERS WAS,

I WANT ALL THE

KIDS GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL IN DECATUR

COUNTY TO HAVE THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY TO GET A COLLEGE EDUCATION " SAYS
THIS
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WHOSE GENEROSITY IS MAKING HIS DREAM A REALITY.
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/ n Jim Ayers' hometown, children see their future
written on their elders' faces. Gazing into their parents' dull eyes, the youths behold a grim hopelessness spawned from hardship and poverty. Only 10
percent of high school graduates will attend a university; instead, they may join their parents in the
unemployment line. If they are very lucky, young
adults may snare minimum-wage jobs at small factories
or drive long distances to secure better-paying jobs.
All that is about to change.
Ayers (BBA '65) and his wife Sharon have created a
scholarship program to ensure that every teen in
Decatur County, Tenn., has an equal opportunity to
higher education. "All the student has to do is have a
need, assist us in filling out the forms, be a good citizen
and make good enough grades to get out of high school
and into college. That's it," says Ayers, a Parsons, Tenn.,
businessman and philanthropist.
Although Ayers' brainchild promises to transform
the lives of young people, it will also provide economic
benefits to the area by creating a pool
of educated workers. "We have a lot
of people in our area who have the
ability to go to school," Ayers says. "If
they increase the amount of formal
education they've got, they are going
to live a better life, make a greater
income, maybe make a greater contribution to the community."
Since the program began in
September, the Ayers Foundation
Scholarship Program has placed college counselors in local high schools
to help teen-agers decipher college
requirements, visit campuses and
complete application forms. The
counselors apply for scholarships and government aid on
the students' behalf and then use a formula to determine how much, if anything, families should be able to
contribute to a college education. The Ayers Scholarship
will bridge the difference between that amount and the
cost of tuition, books, fees, room and board at a
Tennessee public institution.
"Just throwing money at the problem won't do the
job," says Ayers, who notes that the counselors are taking a parental role in assisting the students, since most
area parents never attended college and lack skills and
knowledge to help their children with the application
process. "The parents love their children, but they don't
know how to assist their kids to get in school and they
certainly don't know where the money's coming from,"
Ayers observes.
Counselors are working feverishly to help the county's 118 seniors prepare for their freshman year in the
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fall of 2000. "By year's end, we will have had conversations with all classes, telling them what they need to be
doing at their particular stage of their high school career
so that they will be prepared to go to The University of
Memphis or some other school," says Ayers.
When the young Ayers arrived at The U ofM.in the
mid 1960s, a college education was much less expensive
than it is today. Ayers recalls paying $23 a month for
rent and utilities at his apartment in Vet Village, which
was located in the center of campus. His neighbor in the
barracks was a student named Fred Thompson (BS '64),
who would one day rise to prominence as a lawyer, actor
and U.S. senator. "The apartments left a lot to be
desired," recalls Ayers, "but everybody knew they were
there temporarily. We were on our way up, and things
were going to get better. Many students-including
myself-could not have gotten an education ifwe had
had to pay $70 to $150 a month, which was what apartments ran in those days."
An accountant by trade, Ayers built his fortune in
the nursing home and banking industries.
During his career, Ayers has worn many
~ hats: pharmaceutical sales rep, cost
Jl accountant, controller, manager and
owner of nursing homes, and banker. He
~ has served as chairman of the board at
American Health Centers, which he
founded in 1976. Later Ayers created an
employee stock option program and today
the company is owned 88 percent by its
employees. He is also the chairman of
holding companies for First Bank and
three other banks in the region. Total
assets for those companies have grown
from $14 million to about $700 million,
says Ayers, who has ownership in other
ventures-commercial and residential real estate in the
Nashville area, automobile agencies, and insurance and
software companies.
Ayers, who travels and hunts in his spare time,
credits The University of Memphis with providing him
with the skills and knowledge he uses today. "Ever since
1965 I have been in a position that if the worst things
happened I could always find a good position as an
accountant. At The U ofM I got the technical information I needed for my career," he recalls. "Since the
University was located in a metropolitan area, I was
able to find employment while I attended school. The
course of study and all I learned worked very well for
me. The things I took out of there I still use today.
"There are very few students in my area who go
to the University. I hope there are more that come out of
my scholarship program and go to The University
of Memphis."

!
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"The rnain thing I carne away with frorn Taiwan was the lesson that society can prepare itself for a big earthquake."
worry," he laughs. "We are not having an earthquake. I
am just trying to plug something in."
If an earthquake were occurring on campus, Bodin
would be among the first to know about it. He and fellow researchers at the University's Center for
Earthquake Research and Information (CERI) are
experts on the causes and after-effects of major temblors.
The southern end of the New Madrid fault zone lies
35 miles northwest of Memphis, and scientists predict
that a damaging quake is probable in the area within
the next few decades. Recently, CERI researchers had
an opportunity to examine a similar fault when they
traveled to Taiwan, where a Sept. 21 quake had left
buildings in shambles and more than 2,000 dead. In
addition to Bodin, the team included Dr. Jer Ming Chiu,
a seismologist; Dr. Mike Ellis, a geophysicist; Drs.
Shahram Pezeshk and Howard Hwang, earthquake
engineers; and geologist Gary Patterson.

"It was the opportunity of a lifetime to study a big
continental thrust quake-the type of earthquake that
helps build mountains," says Bodin, who notes that
Taiwanese buildings fared surprisingly well in the
temblor, which measured 7.5 on the momentmagnitude scale.
he CERI team spent a week in Taiwan studying the quake's aftermath and determining its
implications for the Mid-South. "The main
thing I came away with from Taiwan was the
lesson that society can prepare itself for a big
earthquake," says Bodin. "It was really valuable to see that you can plan for earthquakes
in such a way that it reduces the severity of the
economic and social impact. Taiwan has done
that. They got off relatively light in terms of
casualties and financial loss because they
spent a lot of effort in the design and construction of their buildings."

~ITTl~b ~~Mf
When a major quake hits, the Mid-South region
may not fare as well as Taiwan did, say CERI
researchers. And the scientists say "when," not "if' it
occurs. "It is possible that we could have an earthquake
of that size and magnitude here in Memphis," says
Bodin. "We have a fault here that has similarities to the
one that ruptured in Taiwan.
"While an earthquake of magnitude 6 or 7 could
cause billions of dollars in losses in the Central U.S., a
7.6 to 8.1-magnitude event could be devastating,"
explains Bodin. "Based on research and history, it is
plausible that a large earthquake could happen, but a
moderate quake is much more likely and could also
cause a lot of damage and loss of life. The most damage
to Memphis would occur if the fault ruptured near
Marked Tree, Ark., where the active seismic zone starts.
So we are looking at an earthquake that could be as

near as 40 miles away." In comparison, the 1989 temblor
in San Francisco that leveled buildings, sparked fires
and destroyed highways and bridges was 7.1 in magnitude and located 60 miles from the city.
·
Some researchers say a major quake could cause
massive damage to the Memphis metropolitan area,
killing and displacing thousands and decimating buildings and transportation systems. Many people may have
to live in tents because they will be afraid to return to
their homes or because their homes will have been
destroyed. "We saw this in Turkey, in Taiwan-after
every major quake," Bodin says. "It is a huge psychological issue. Can you imagine what you would feel like if
you were out of your house and living in a school parking lot? The number of people displaced would be a disaster in itself."
The damage in the Mid-South region will come not
only from ground shaking, but from liquefaction. "That
is where the ground sort of turns to quicksand and fails
to support structures that are built on it. We did not see
that in Taiwan, but here it would be fairly widespread,
especially in the river valleys," says Bodin.
Gary Patterson believes structural damage could be
more severe in the Mid-South region than in Taiwan
because of the relative age of buildings. Most Taiwanese
structures were built in the past 50 years, after seismic
safety standards had been set. "In Memphis, we did not
have any form of seismic building code until the early
1980s," says Patterson. "So many of the pre-1980 buildings, and especially those built before 1940, are very
susceptible to failure due to earthquakes."

CERI researchers predict earthquakes based on
several criteria. "We monitor about 180 small earthquakes per year in the New Madrid zone," Patterson
says. "Where you have little earthquakes, you can also
have big earthquakes. It is possible to scale a general
relationship from the number of small quakes to a recurrence of larger earthquakes."
Paleo-seismology as well as historical research have
been used to determine the recurrence intervals of large
temblors. Bodin says the 7.6-magnitude figure possible
for Memphis is derived from having a clear fault segment that is 80 to 100 kilometers long. "When a fault
segment that long ruptures, you could expect up to a
7 .6," he explains.
The last major earthquake in the New Madrid
Seismic Zone-a 6. 7 temblor- occurred in Charleston,
Mo. , in 1895. Two of the largest earthquakes in history
occurred in the New Madrid zone in 1811-12. "We
believe that damaging earthquakes happen about every
100 years in the New Madrid seismic zone, so between a
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"It is possible that we could have an earthquake of that size
and magnitude here in Memphis. We have a fault here that
has similarities to the one that ruptured in Taiwan."
6.0 and a 7.0 is likely in the next 15 to 50 years,"
Patterson says. The long intervals between major
quakes create a false sense of security for inhabitants of
the region and makes earthquake education more difficult for CERI personnel.
"It is easy to be apathetic when you don't have any
memory of a significant earthquake in the last 20 years,
but that doesn't mean a quake won't occur," Patterson
says. "Awareness in Memphis is generally low because
th e time between damaging earthquakes is long. It's
important to remember that earthquakes are based on
the cycles of th e Earth and have nothing to do with the
average human life span."

~TRIKIN b ~IMllARITlf ~
Patterson points out that the Taiwan quake
occurred in a plate boundary area, while the New
Madrid Zone is in the center of a continental plate. But
several similarities make comparisons easy.
"Taiwan had a lot of ground surface disruption,
especially thrust-faulting, where one side of a fault
comes up relative to the other side," says Patterson.
"Thrust faulting has occurred in the past near the
Reelfoot Lake area and around New Madrid, Mo. By
studying the way faults affected the ground surface in
Taiwan, we can get a good idea of what may happen in
the Central U.S. when the New Madrid seismic zone
produces another large quake."
Some of the worst damage in Taiwan was well away
from the quake's epicenter. Patterson says the extent of

damage in these areas depended on several factors, but
mainly the type of soil on which buildings were constructed.
"When an earthquake wave moves from hard rock
to soft sediment, it slows down, but the wave amplitude
increases; this can amplify the effect of damaging earthquake waves," explains Patterson, who expects to see
similar physics in action when a major quake hits the
Mid-South.
Team member Dr. Michael Ellis, an associate professor at the center, says the Taiwan quake showed
researchers how outlying towns will react to a New
Madrid quake. "We would see damage in a small town a
few tens of kilometers away from
the fault," says Ellis. "That small
town might have been built on a
small basin ... small basins tend to
wobble like jelly in an earthquake.
That is one of the reasons it was
good for us to go; our setting here in
the Mississippi embayment is very
similar to many of those basins in
Taiwan. We would see similar wobbling and similar after-effects.
"Houses built directly on the
fault in Taiwan were completely
destroyed, but some quite near the
fault survived if they were well-constructed," Ellis adds.

The CERI scientists hope their research will better
prepare the Mid-South for a huge quake. CERI engineering studies have assessed the earthquake vulnerability of the Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division, as
well as area schools, hospitals, bridges and fire stations.
Bodin says it is important for planners to consider
the effect a major earthquake will have on the region.
"The scenario is not that good now, but it is improving and will continue to improve as more buildings are
built better and with regard to the hazard that is out
there," says Bodin. "Crawling under a desk is one way to
survive an earthquake ... but having buildings built to
anti-seismic specifications is the best way."
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Hazen to Lead Alumni Association
place for Hazen, who is president and
"I want to enhance school spirit and
CEO of Continental Traffic Service Inc.
build Tiger pride," says J . Kenneth
He tries to hire U of M graduates at
"Ken" Hazen, who will lead the Alumni
Cont inental Traffic, a high-tech
Association into the new millennium.
provider of outsourced transportation
Hazen (BEA '75) has a three-fold
services. He buys annual membershit>t
vision for the Alumni Association: "I
for his full-time employees who a:retl fl
want to continue the board expansion of
M alumni and encourages them to
major industry leaders," he says. "I want
maintain their memberships in succeeci
to improve the visibility of The
ing year s.
University of Memphis within the corpoHis company published a book,
rate community. And I'd like to aggresTransportation and Logistics Basics by
sively solicit a cross-section of gifted
Dr. R. Neil Southern of The U ofM
students to the University."
Marketing Department. Several colleges
Among his goals is publicizing
J. Kenneth Hazen
h ave adopted the book as part of their
alumni achievements by increasing
transportation curriculum, and businesses use it aa
attendance at the Distinguished Alumni Awards
a training tool. Hazen also speaks in logistics classu
gala by 50 percent.
at the Fogelma n College of Business and Economiat
A life member of the Alumni Association, Hazen
He and his wife Rhonda (BBA '74, CPS '83)
has served on the board of directors since 1996.
have five ch ildren.
True blue-and-gray support extends to the work-

Alumni Board Members Named
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The Web site for the Center for Earthquake Research and Information is updated every 10 minutes with
information on regional and worldwide temblors, as well as comprehensive information on the physics
of quakes, earthquake preparedness, and survival tips. For more information on earthquakes, visit the
site at www.ceri.memphis.edu.
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he University of Memphis Alumni Association has selected members to lead it into the next millennium. The new
members are: Jim Canfield (BEA '80), chair ofTEC, The
Executive Committee; Dawn Fulwood (BEA '86), a vice president of the Bank of Bartlett; Don Ray (BEA '76), CEO of George
B. Jones & Co.; Jack Sammons (EBA '85),
Memphis City Council member and president
of Sammons Gerh art Investments LLC;
Preston Shaw Jr. (BEA '74), CFO of American
Healthcare Corp.; Thomas Sullivan (BBA '74),
a partner in PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP;
Laurie Tucker (BEA '78, MBA '83), a senior
vice president with Federal Express Corp.;
Preston Shaw Jr.
and Beverly Vaugh an (EBA '78, JD '84), an
attorney and owner of Quest Leadership.
Officers for 2000 will be Ken Hazen (BBA
'75), president; Pat Lloyd (EBA '76), presidentelect; and Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD '72),
treasurer.

Beverly Vaughan
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Journalism Chapter Honors McEachran, Cato

Unicyclist Takes Life for a Spin

W

HEN Don Hudgins goes for
a spin, it's usually on one
wheel.
Hudgins (BSCE '86, MSCE '91)
recently rode a unicycle from
Memphis to Russellville, Ark., to
visit his 94-year-old grandfather.
The 200-mile trip took seven days.
In 1998 he made a 100-mile trip
from Memphis to Obion, Tenn., on a
specially-designed 28-inch diameter
unicycle imported from the
Netherlands. "I left my driveway
one Friday morning and three days
later I was at my father and stepmother's house in Obion," he says.
Hudgins, who began riding at
age 9, now owns five unicycles,
including a 6-foot tall model. For his
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long trips he rides a 36-inch-diameter unicycle built in Chattanooga.
A safety engineer with the city
of Memphis, Hudgins has learned to
travel light. On an early trip he carried a backpack and sleeping bag
which impeded his balance. "The
wind was really pulling on that
backpack," he says. Now he wears
an oversized fanny pack containing
a change of clothes, rain suit, tire
patch kit and a cellular phone.
Hudgins uses the phone to
report his location and latest adventures to his girlfriend, who keeps a
network of friends and supporters
posted on his progress by daily
e-mails. He averages 10 to 12 miles
per hour on the unicycle and usually rides for about five hours a day.
Hudgins enjoys seeing sights he
might miss from a car and meeting
people along the way. Motorists
often wave, honk their horns or yell
words of encouragement. A sheriff
in Augusta, Ark., even gave him a
ride across a bridge over the White
River. "He carried me over the
bridge because it was so narrow,"
says Hudgins. "He had heard I was
coming from a sheriff in another
town."
Hudgins enjoys two-wheeled
transportation as well as unicycling.
He has bicycled from Memphis to
Atlanta, St. Louis and Washington,
D.C. and has cycled the Natchez
Trace Parkway from Nashville to
Jackson, Miss. Hudgins once biked
to Kansas. On the next trip he
picked up where he had left off in
Kansas and continued to Scotts
Bluff, Neb. "My goal is to eventually
cross the whole United States "
Hudgins says.
'
He does the riding more for fun
than exercise. "If it weren't for
preparing for these trips, I doubt I'd
get any exercise at all," he laughs.
What's next for Hudgins? In
April, he plans to unicycle across
Tennessee, from Memphis to
Bristol, a distance of 500 miles. He
expects the journey to take about 12
days. Along the way he will be rais-
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ing money for the Ronald McDonald
House in Memphis. Americom
Telecommunications Inc. will sponsor the trip.
He will take per-mile pledges,
and has set up a Web site, www.
unicycler.com, where people can
donate money. "I hope to raise
$20,000," he says.
Hudgins will be starting the trip
from the Ronald McDonald House,
which provides accommodations for
families of hospitalized children.
-By Gabrielle Maxey

In 1988 McEachran
received the University's
t
Distinguished Alumni Award.
"'
He and his wife, Ann B.
.s
.8
McEachran (BS '61), have two
a:
children.
Velma Cato ('75) is executive producer of Famous
Families, a 16-part documentary series in its second season
on the Fox Family Channel.
Next fall she will become executive producer of a Paramount
syndicated show featuring radio
personality Dr. Laura
Schlessinger.
Cato earlier produced,
wrote and directed Small Steps,
Big Strides: The Black
Experience in Hollywood
(1903-1970). She also recently
co-produced a documentary on
the life of actress Dorothy
Dandridge for Van Ness Films
in association with the A&E
Biography series.
Cato was executive producer for the Arthel and Fred pilot
presentation featuring Arthel
Neville and Fred Roggin, and
executive producer of Danny!,
starring Danny Bonaduce, of
The Partridge Family fame. She
The Journalism Alumni chapter presented its Charles E. Thornton Outstanding Alumni Awards at The Racquet Club of
also produced numerous pilots,
Memphis in November. From left are President V. Lane Rawlins; Angus McEachran, editor and president o/The
including Women's Diaries with
Commercial Appeal; chapter president Kini Kedigh (BA '76); and award-winning television producer Velma Cato.
host Linda Ellerbee, Point of
View and Jesse Jackson's Voices
of America.
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King
HE editor and president of
Cato is a former managing
Jr. In 1970 he was named assistant
the city's daily newspaper
editor
for KCBS-TV News in Los
managing editor.
and an award-winning televiAngeles and produced coverage of
McEachran
became
editor
of
sion producer received the
the Sarajevo and Los Angeles
the Birmingham Post-Herald in
Journalism Alumni Chapter's
Olympics for NBC Radio. She has
1977 and joined the Pittsburgh
Charles E. Thornton 1999
won
numerous awards, including
Press in 1982. A year later he was
Outstanding Alumni Awards.
two
Edward
R. Murrow Brothernamed as editor, a position he held
Angus McEachran ('63) began
hood
Awards
for excellence in jouruntil 1992. During his tenure the
his career at The Commercial
nalism
and
the
Angel Award for
Press won two Pulitzer Prizes. He
Appeal as a copy clerk in 1960 and
reporting
in
religion.
returned
to
The
Commercial
handled a variety of reporting
The awards were presented at
Appeal in 1993 and became editor
assignments before becoming assisa
dinner
at The Racquet Club of
and president in 1994. That year
tant city editor in 1966. In 1969 he
Memphis.
the newspaper won a Pulitzer
was named metropolitan editor.
Prize, only the second Pulitzer in
Among his assignments was superthe paper's history.
vising the coverage of the assassi-
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Homec ming '99
Homecoming week brought a
swirl of activity to the campus in
October. A Thursday evening
reception at the home of
President and Mrs. V. Lane
Rawlins recognized Alumni
Association Life Members and
honored the 1999 recipients of
the Association's Legacy
Scholarships. Saturday morning
brought the annual Tiger Trek
5K Run and Fun Walk, sponsored by the Young Alumni
Council. More than 100 runners
participated.
A pre-game concert by Better
than Ezra, Sixpence None the
Richer and Jeremy Toback drew
students and alumni to Tim
McCarver Stadium. Others gathered at the Highland Hundred
lot for a tailgate party featuring
music by the Steve and Shannon
Band. An enthusiastic crowd
watched the Tigers lose a heartbreaker to Conference USA rival
Louisville in the final seconds.
The fun continued Monday
with the Alumni Association/
Union Planters Homecoming
Golf Classic. The sold-out event
was held at Colonial Country
Club.
Photos by Terry Acker, Dawn Fulwood
and Larry Inman
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If you are interested in serving as a
volunteer chapter or club leader, let
us hear from you! Call the Alumni
Association at 901 I 678-2586 or
800 I 678-8729.

CHAPTERS
Arts & Sciences

The chapter is planning a collectibles exhibit at the Alumni
Center. Members hosted Pit Stops
during exam week, providing
refreshments for students and
faculty.
AUSP

The chapter held a dinner in
October to welcome new members to
its board of directors. Dr. Maurice
Mendel, dean of the School of
Audiology and Speech-Language
Pathology, gave an update on the
school. Board members participated
in the University's phonathon to
raise funds for their school.

directors. If you are interested,
call Christine Kirk at 901/6784374.

mance of the Homecoming game
against Louisville. Members of the
group held a pre-game gathering at
Garibaldi's.
The chapter is planning a new
contest, the Mid-South Indoor
Marching Percussion and Color
Guard Spring Festival. The event,
for high school marching percussion
ensembles and full color guard
units, is slated for April 29.

Law alumni hosted a reception
for members of the Tennessee
Supreme Court in November.
The board held its annual meeting at the Fogelman Executive
Center to plan for the year.

Business and Economics

Luther C. McClellan Black Alumni

Chapter members participated
in the University's phonathon to
raise money for the chapter's scholarship fund .
Education

Chapter volunteers participated
in The U of M's annual phonathon.
Emeriti

Club members joined other
retired U of M faculty and staff for a
holiday luncheon at Fogelman
Executive Center.

Band

Engineering

More than 100 band alumni
participated in the halftime perfor-

The chapter is looking for members to serve on its board of

University College

Chapter volunteers participated
in the University's annual
phonathon.

Law

New officers for the chapter are
Olander Franklin (BA '81);
Johnathan Martin (BBA '90), vice
president; Andre Walker (BBA '87),
secretary; and Steve Sheegog (BBA
'86), treasurer.

Women's Leadership Council

WLC president Beverly
Vaughan (BBA '78, JD '84) was a
panelist at the Women in Leadership Symposium in October. The
event provided opportunities for
learning, building relationships
and honoring successful
women.
The WLC is looking for more
mentors for its program. If you
would like to serve as a friend and
adviser to a student athlete, call
Laurie Laing at 901/678-4373, or
e-mail her at llaing@memphis.edu.

Nursing

More than 15 health-related
organizations participated in the
1999 Career Fair at the Fogelman
Executive Center.
The chapter is looking for more
volunteers to serve on its board. If
you are interested, call Laurie Laing
at 901/678-4373.

Young Alumni Council

More than 100 runners competed in YAC's 12th annual Homecoming Tiger Trek 5K Run and Fun
Walk on The U ofM campus. Drew
Buchner (MA '89) was the overall
men's winner; Susan Jerden was the
top female finisher. YAC would like

By joining The University of Memphis Alumni Association, you can leave a
legacy-one that will help future generations attend The U of M.
Children and grandchildren of Alumni Association members may apply for
Legacy Scholarships, renewable awards available to first-time freshmen. These
scholarships are made possible through an endowment created by Life Members
of the Alumni Association.
Life memberships are $500 for individuals, $800 for married alumni and $400
for senior citizens (individual or joint). To receive an application for Legacy Scholarships, or to become a Life Member, call 901/678-2586 or visit the Alumni Center.
New Life Members:
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Troy R. Graham (MBA '96) & Cynthia Todd Graham (BA '91)
Kenneth W. Watkins (BA '88)
Kathleen C. Fly (AN '77, BBA '95)
Mozelle Smith (BBA '86)
David L. Nall (BBA '85)
Sherry Moore (BSEd '88)
Dianne R. Dixon (BSET '80)
Mary Anne Capocaccla (BPS '84)

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

CLUBS
Atlanta

Club members met for dinner at
the Bridgetown Grill and saw a production of Jekyll and Hyde at the
historic Fox Theatre in Atlanta.
If you would like to receive information on alumni events, call Laurie
Laing at 800/678-8729, or e-mail her
at llaing@memphis.edu.

basketball viewing parties and other
events. If you are interested, contact
Laurie Laing at 800/678-8729 or
llaing@memphis.edu.
Chattanooga

The Alumni Association is looking for volunteers in the Chattanooga area to help organize basketball viewing parties and other
events. If you are interested, contact
Laurie Laing at 800/678-8729 or
llaing@memphis.edu.
Greater Memphis Area Club

The club sponsored Teacher
Appreciation Days at Collierville
and Houston high schools. The
events were designed to recognize
teachers who are U of M graduates
and to promote interest in the
University among students.
Houston

Birmingham

The Alumni Association is looking for volunteers in the
Birmingham area to help organize

The club is planning a pre-game
reception before The U ofMHouston basketball game Feb. 23.
Watch your mail for details.

The M Club held its 1999 induction at
the Adams Mark Hotel in September.
Among those honored were (front row,
from left) Norma Arnold, widow of Orby
Arnold; George Holt (BS '65, MEd '85),
Richard Saccoccia (BS '64, MEd '68),
Harold Byrd (BBA '71, MS '75), the
Ralph Hatley Silver M Award; and Frank
Flautt (BS '63), the Dr. C.C. Humphreys
Golden Tiger Award. Second row, from
left, are Bob Brooks ('57), John Cobb
(BS '51, MA '55), the Billy J. Murphy
Award; Beth W Harrelson (BA '87) and
Nick Pappas. Third row, from left, are
Joe Allison (BSEd '95), Murray
Armstrong (MA '64) and Scott Dill. Not
pictured are Dennis Biodrowski (BS '63)
and Norma Scott, widow of Bill Scott.

Become a Life Member of the Alumni Association

257.
258.
259.
260.
261.
262.
263.
264.

to thank its supporters, including
blue-level sponsors Ducks
Unlimited, Jack Morris Auto Glass,
the Memphis Business Journal and
WHBQ Fox 13. Proceeds from Tiger
Trek benefit the Alumni Association's Legacy Scholarship Program.
The Highland Hundred and
YAC hosted a pre-game party for
students before The U ofMSouthern Mississippi football game
in November.
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Deadline looms for
scholarship applications
The deadline is fast approaching for children and grandchildren of U of M Alumni Association members to apply for
the Legacy Scholarships that will be awarded in the fall.
Legacy Scholarships are available to students who will
be first-time, incoming freshmen in fall 2000. At least one
parent or grandparent of the applicant must be an Alumni
Association member.
To request a Legacy Scholarship application, visit the
Alumni Center, 635 Normal; call 901/678-2586 or 800/6788729; or write to Legacy Scholarship Committee, Alumni
Center, The University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 38152.
Food Servi
leaners; Electrical C
Inc.; G & W Diesel Inc.; Mldmerica International Trucks
Inc.; Nevada Bob's Discount
Golf; Pro Golf Discounters;
Riviana Foods; Steve
Vescovo; Union Planters
Bank; Whitehaven Liquo

1946

Marie N. Ansley (BS)
has retired from the New
York City school system
and lives in New Jersey
and Florida. A grandmother of two, she is active in
arts and crafts and sings
in church.
1952

Percy Roberts (BS) was
honored by the All-American Football Foundation
for his 35 years of work
with the Liberty Bowl.

Annual Report Corrections
The following University donors were inadvertently omitted
from the donors listing in the Fall 1999 magazine:

1964

Charles C. Thompson II
(BS) has authored A
Glimpse of Hell: The
Explosion on the USS
Iowa and its Cover-Up. A
Navy veteran and former
newspaper reporter, he
was a producer for 60
Minutes and founding producer of 20 I 20. Thompson
lives in McLean, Va.
1965

Faculty/Staff: Iris LaGrone
Regents Society ($10,000 to $24,999):
Sheldon Rosengarten
1912 Club ($1,000 to $2,499):
Mr. and Mrs. Winston J. Daws
Tom Staed

1955

Slld Us Your N••···

and coordinator of the
office administration program at the University of
Kentucky/Hopkinsville
Community College.

Tom Staed (BA) received
Florida's Most Valuable
Volunteer Award from the
American Hotel and Motel
Association. He has
served three times as
chair of Florida's Tourism
Commission and has
chaired many civic and
charitable organizations.
Staed lives in Daytona
Beach, Fla.

Phillip R. Hamblett
(BA, MA '70) has retired
from the Social Security
Administration after 28
years, the last seven as a
specialist in the
Middlesboro, Ky., office.
He lives in Harrogate,
Tenn.

ews items and photographs-.
,
responsible for the return of unsollclted
Information received is printed as space
lumni Center; The University of Memphis;
901/678-2586 • E-mail to: a/umn/Occ.

James F. Link (BBA,
MBA '68) is president of
Texaco Inc., with oversight responsibility for the
finance and risk management departments. He
has been with Texaco in
New York since 1971.
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Dr. William H. Brandon

1968
1963

Nancy Wilson (BBA,
MEd '68) has retired after
28 years as a professor

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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1969

Susan Reinhardt
(BSEd) was named one
of Tennessee's outstanding teachers by the
Tennessee Governor's
School for the Arts. She
has taught at Shady
Grove Elementary School
for 19 years.

Dr. William H. Brandon
(BS), senior consultant in
internal medicine at the
Mayo Clinic in Jackson-

W

S

1971

Robert L. Childers
(BBA, JD '7 4) was elected
president of the Tennessee
Judicial Conference at the
June meeting in Kingsport. The conference is
made up of trial judges,
intermediate Appellate
Court judges and state
Supreme Court judges.
Robbie McKinney
(BSEd, BBA '79) is president of the Tennessee
Society of Certified Public
Accountants.

Russ Schultz

1966

1961

James C. Hadaway (BS,
JD '69) has formed a law
firm in Clearwater, Fla.
He had been a board
member, shareholder and
managing partner with
Fowler, White, Gillen,
Boggs, Villareal & Banker.

ville, Fla., and instructor
of medicine at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., was selected
Outstanding Instructor in
General Internal Medicine 1998-99 by the
Jacksonville clinic's graduating internal medicine
residents. He practices
and teaches internal medicine and geriatrics at the
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville.

NE

Kenneth Barker

1970

Kenneth Barker (BSEd)
was appointed principal of
the new Nolan Elementary School in Signal
Mountain, Tenn. Barker,
who lives in Hixson,
Tenn., has been with the
Hamilton County Department of Education for 29
years.
Melvin Walker (BBA)
was honored for his service on the Mississippi
Hospital Association's
board of directors at the
68th Annual Leadership
Conference in Biloxi.

Russ Schultz (MM) was
named dean of the College
of Fine Arts and
Communication at Lamar
University. He was previously chair of the
Department of Music at
Central Washington
University.
Barbara P. Young
(BSEd) teaches gifted/talented students in Fulton,
Ky. A doctoral candidate
at The U ofM, she is a
director of the Kentuckiana GSUSA Council and
of Kentucky Odyssey of
the Mind, and is an
Economics America
teacher advocate.
1972

Steve Boyd (BBA) retired from the Air Force as
a lieutenant colonel and
now lives in Cary, N.C. He

33

l

C L A S

ALUM NEWS
is a senior technical network associate with
AT&T Network Solutions
in Durham, N.C.

Jackie Nichols (BSEd),
executive producer of
Playhouse on the Square
and Circuit Playhouse,
received the Rotary
Club's 1999 award for
outstanding community
service.

Kathy Toes-Boccia
(BSEd, MEd '77) was
named dean of admissions and school improvement at St. Agnes
Academy-St. Dominic
School. She also is an
adjunct professor in The
U of M's College of
Education.

1977

1973

Gene Wainscott (BA), a
retired Memphis police
sergeant, was elected vice
president of ACRE, the
Association of City
Retired Employees.
Michael Whitten

1974

Dennis C. Marshall
(BSEd) is district manager of driver operations for
Greyhound Bus Lines in
Chicago.
Dan Martin (MS) of
Venetia, Pa., has been
promoted to president of
the international division
of Dick Corp. Martin, who
joined the company in
1973, is responsible for all
construction outside the
United States.
Glenda C. Rakes (BA,
MA '77, EdD '92) has been
promoted to associate professor in the Department
of Educational Leadership
and Counseling and
serves as coordinator for
Instructional Design and
Technology at the University of Louisiana at
Monroe. Her husband,
former U of M faculty
member Dr. Thomas A.
Rakes, has been promoted
to vice provost and dean
for graduate studies at
the University of
Louisiana at Monroe.
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from the American
Advertising Federation's
Emerald Coast Chapter.
The award recognizes
contributions to the
advertising industry.
She is president of
O'Connor Ricks
Associates of Ft. Walton
Beach, Fla.

Michael D. Whitten
(BBA), general auditor for
Memphis Light, Gas &
Water Division, was
named a certified internal
auditor by the Institute of
Internal Auditors. A certified public accountant,
Whitten has been with
the utility since 1990.

Dr. Brian M. Boom (BS)
was elected president of
the Association of
Systematics Collections.
He is vice president for
botanical science and
Pfizer curator of botany
at the New York Botanical Garden, where he
directs biodiversity
research and training.
Boom holds adjunct
teaching posts at City
University of New York,
Columbia University,
New York University and
Yale University.

1976

Marty Kelman (MEd,
MBA '81) was elected
president of Lausanne
Collegiate School's board
of trustees for 1999-2000.
He also serves on the
board of Leadership
Memphis.

Dawn O'Connor

Dawn O'Connor (BA)
received the Silver Medal

Dr. Lisa K. Jennings
(MS) is director of the
new vascular biology program at the University of
Tennessee, Memphis. She
is also a professor at the
university.
Charles S. Jensen (BA)
was promoted to national
account manager-corporate sales for Delta Air
Lines in Atlanta. He had
been the airline's account
manager for Buffalo and
Rochester, N.Y.
J. Kenneth Marston Jr.
(BBA) has formed the
Marston Group PC Certified Public Accountants
& Business Advisors and
an affiliate, MG Employee Benefit Advisors
LLC. He formerly was a
partner in MarstonGordon PLLC.
Rick Masson (BA, MS
'87), chief administrative
officer for the city of
Memphis, received the
American Society of
Public Administration's
Administrator of the Year
Award.

1978

Catherine S. Mitchell
(MEd), a manager at
Federal Express Corp.,
received the STAR award
in recognition of performance in the top 10 percent of her division. She
is a former cluster
leader and principal with
the Memphis City
Schools.

Barbara L. Bowling
(BSEd, MEd '82) is executive director of the Board
of Architectural and
Engineering Examiners
with the Tennessee
Department of Commerce
and Insurance. She lives
in Nashville.

Paul Priddy (BBA) is
vice president of physicians services for West
Tennessee Medical
Associates, a group of
clinics managed by
Methodist Healthcare.
He lives in Jackson, Tenn

Michael Kyle

Michael Kyle (BSEd,
MEd '88) of Germantown
is principal of Wood dale
Middle School.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Michael Ward

Michael Ward (BA, MS
'90) has opened Ward
Communications LLC, a
marketing, advertising
and public relations firm.
Previously he was senior
vice president and account group manager for
Chandler, Ehrlich & Co.

responsible for the administration, revenues and
operations of seven publications in the division's
Lenexa, Kan., Tampa,
Fla., and Memphis offices.
A former vice president
with Fleishman-Hillard
International Communications, McClure received a 1999 Silver Anvil
award from the Public
Relations Society of America. He lives in Olathe,
Kan., with his wife
Drenna and three sons.

Dr. Jerry Woods (MEd,
EdS '84) is director of the
Covington (Tenn.) Schools.
1979

Becky Kurtz Califf (MA)
and her husband Randy
have two sons and live in
Cooper City, Fla.

Lt. Col. Richard E.
Campbell (BSEE) is commanding the 426th Air
Base Squadron in Stavanger, Norway. Campbell
completed a tour of duty
in England before moving
to Norway with his wife
Anna.

H. Scott McClure

H. Scott McClure (BA)
is group publishing director of Vance Publishing's
Crop Division. He is
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compliance practice,
where she assists multinational corporations with
the development and
assessment of supply
chain infrastructures.

Gary Wright (BSEE) has
moved to the St. Louis
area, where he is manager
of LEC Coordination.

Don Allen (JD) of
Jackson, Tenn., has been
appointed to serve as
judge of the 26th Judicial
District Court.

1983

1981

Louis D. Barbieri (MA,
MPA '87) is plans and
operations officer in the
Directorate of Logistics,
Area Support Team,
Camp Darby, in Livorno,
Italy.
Ward Mayer (BBA), a
senior vice president of
Morgan Keegan & Co.,
was named to the board of
directors of the Memphis
Humane Society.

Deena Dennie (BBA)
and Neomal Abeysekera
(MBA '90) were married
May 1.
Eric J. Dickey (BSET)
has written his fourth
book, Cheaters.
Luke Yancy III (MBA) is
the area executive for
West Tennessee and the
Memphis city president
for AmSouth Bank. He
had been the west region
executive for retail banking at First American
Corp. before its merger
with AmSouth.
1984

1980

John A. Good (BBA, JD
'87) joined the law firm
of Bass, Berry & Sims
PLC as a partner in the
new Memphis office. He
had been head of the securities and mergers and
acquisitions group at
Baker, Donelson,
Bearman & Caldwell.

N

Catherine Wilson (MAT,
EdD '96) was named an
outstanding teacher by
the Tennessee Humanities
Council. She is fine arts
instruction supervisor for
Shelby County Schools.

Penny C. Worley (BBA)
received the 1998 sales
award from the Realty
Alliance World Premier
Real Estate Companies.
She is a member of America's International Who's
Who of Professionals.

Priscilla Campbell
(BBA) was appointed chief
administrative officer for
the District Attorney General's office. She had been
Shelby County finance
director since 1994.

S

Michael Nichols

Tom Breeden (BSET) is
manager of new products
and supplier technology at
Porter-Cable in Jackson,
Tenn.

Michael Nichols (BBA,
MS '88) is regional director of the American Society for Quality. He is also
senior manager of quality
improvement in the customer process and listening department for
American Express Corp.
1982

Gertie Knox (BBA) of
Irvine, Calif., is a partner
with Pricewaterhouse
Coopers LLP. She works
in the global contractor

Randall H. Brown

Randall H. Brown
(BBA) was appointed chief
financial officer for Allen
& O'Hara Inc. He previ-
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ously was director of corporate finance with
Promus Corp.

Leslie Bitner DiPietro
(EBA) of Kennesaw, Ga.,
was promoted to sales
manager for LoJack Corp.
of Georgia. She and her
husband, Eric DiPietro,
have a son, Joseph.
Steven A. Montoya
(EBA) is vice president
and chief financial officer
of Weston Companies.
Randall K. Moore (BA)
was selected to participate in Leadership
Greater Little Rock's
Class XV He is a sales
associat e with Terry
Moore & Associates
Realtors.

Dr. Cindi Chance

1985

Dr. Cindi Chance (EdD)
was named dean of the
College of Education at
the University of
Southwestern Louisiana.
Nancy Hall Dennis (BA)
is married to James H.
Dennis and is president of
Nanhall Manufacturing
Co., makers of patented
pet food and water bowls.
They live in Pelham, Ala.
Dr. Susan Only (BFA)
has been appointed coordinator of professional
development for the
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American Theological
Library Association. Her
duties include planning
and managing the ATLA
annual conference and
other development opportunities for librarians in
the fields of theology and
religious studies. Only
received a doctorate from
the Boston University
School of Theology.

Lisa Turner Spurlin
(BS) and Steve Spurlin of
Atlanta are the parents of
a daughter, Amelia Dodd,
born Aug. 23. She was
welcomed by her brother
Turner.
1986

Robert L. "Rob"
Barcomb (ESME) has
been a logistics support
engineer and field support
representative for Pratt &
Whitney, and is now
working with the
Egyptian Air Force in
Cairo.
Robert Bravender (BA)
and his wife, Nancy
Howell Bravender
(BEA), live in Johnson
City, Tenn. Robert produces series for the ESPN
and Speedvision networks
for Masters Entertainment Group. Nancy
received her general contractor's license in 1987.
They have two children,
Kathryn and Scott.
Scott D.H. Jeffery
(MBA) was named director of alliance management for Texaco Inc.
Among his responsibilities is management of
Texaco's downstream ventures in the United States
with Shell and Saudi
Refining Inc., and a joint
venture with Chevron.

Mari B. Lee (BFA)
showed a collage in the
Schoharie County Arts
Council 1999 National
Small Works Exhibition.
She lives in Little Rock.

Department of Information Systems at California
State University, Los
Angeles. He and his wife
Flo have five children:
Tyler, Abbey, Hayley,
Taylor and Stephen.

Jeffry W. Gatlin (ESME)
is vice president of
Thompson Engineers Inc.,
a mechanical and electrical engineering firm .

Susan Mackenzie (JD)
received the 1999 Women
of Achievement Courage
Award in recognition of
her efforts to acquire civil
rights for lesbians and
gay men.
1987

Lisa Copeland (BA) has
been promoted to director
of placement services at
Youth Villages, a private,
non-profit provider of services to children and families. Copeland has been
at Youth Villages for 11
years, most recently as
placement services manager.
Denny E. McCorkle
(DEA) is a professor of
marketing at Southwest
Missouri State University
in Springfield.

Terry Davis (BEA) and
Rhonda A. Lee were married Aug. 13 and live in
Winchester, Va. He is
national treasurer for Phi
Beta Sigma fraternity.

Carla Yarbrough

Carla Yarbrough (BA)
has been named director
of special programs and
community outreach for
WTNH-TV in New Haven,
Conn., where she is
responsible for local prime
time documentaries and
major station projects.
She continues to host and
produce the monthly show
What's Goin' On.
Yarbrough received a fellowship and is pursuing
her master's degree in
journalism at Quinnipiac
College in Hamden, Conn.

Ashley F. Landers
(EBA) and his wife Lisa
had a daughter, Caroline
DuLaney, on Sept. 17,
1998. He is a supervisor
over national hub operations with FedEx in
Dallas/Ft. Worth.
Steve McCaslin (EBA)
and Dana McCaslin
(EBA) are the parents of
Claire Cheyenne, born
May 1. They also have two
sons, Hunter and Ryan.
Dr. David Roach (BS)
and his wife Linda had a
daughter, Mary Kathryn,
April 23. He practices
family dentistry in
Nashville.

1988

Jerry C. Newsome

Jerry C. Newsome
(EBA, JD '91) was named
a partner in the Atlanta
law office of Hunton &
Williams. A partner in the
firm's business practice
group, he also continues
as a member of its labor
and employment team.
Joseph C. Otto (EdD) is
a professor in the

Rachel Jackson
Anthony (JD) was elected to a second term as
probate and juvenile court
judge of Lauderdale
County. She also was
appointed to the executive
committee of the
Tennessee Council of
Juvenile and Family
Court Judges.
Marilyn J. Califf (MFA)
exhibited her photographs
at Morocco Cafe and in a
group show of Artists'
Link members at Wild
Oats Cafe and Grocery.
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Parkinson Turkiewicz, are
the parents of Tristan
Yore "Ty" Turkiewicz,
born July 16.
1989

Ed Bryant (BA), former
radio representative for
The U of M, is a community partnership specialist for the U.S. Census
Bureau.
Scott Denaburg (BA)
graduated from Samford
University's McWhorter
School of Pharmacy
with the Don Lane
Martinez Research
Award.
Carolyn J. Dickens (BS)
has joined the American
Cancer Society as director
of planned giving for the
Nashville area.
Florence Hall (BS) is
director of the Disability
Advocates Center. She
advises people who have
lost their jobs due to
disabilities and recruits
lobbyists to work for
legislation to benefit disabled people. Hall is an
at-large council member
ofThe U ofMAlumni
Association.

Daisy Shotwell

Daisy Shotwell (BEA),
training officer with
Suntech Inc. of Tulsa,
Okla., is pursuing a master's degree in theology at
Oral Roberts University.
Michael Turkiewicz
(EBA) and Christel

WINTER2000
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B. Scot Lenoir

B. Scot Lenoir (EBA)
was appointed president
of First Mercantile Trust
Co. He joined First
Mercantile in 1985 and

served most recently as
chief operations officer.

Julie Nowicki (BA) and
Shane Brown were married July 24. Julie is employed by Consolidated
Freightways; Shane
works for Southeastern
Freight Lines.

Lt. James G. Sires (BA)
recently returned from a
six-month deployment
aboard the guided missile
frigate USS Halyburton.
Lisa Snyder (EBA) was
named vice president and
branch manager of
MemphisFirst Community Bank. She had been
assistant vice president of
N ationsBank.
1990

Bill Alton (BSET) was
named president of the
Mississippi Hospital
Association Society for
Healthcare Facilities
Management. The Belden,
Miss., resident is director of facility opera tions for North
Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo.
Paula Lopez Bologna
(BA, MS '92) is director of
field services for
Phisiotherapy Associates.
She is married to Kevin
A. Bologna and has two
children, Angelo and
Anthony.
Dennis Joyner (BPS)
has been appointed director of the Mid-South
Training Institute at The
University of Memphis.
He retired earlier this
year after 20 years as
chief of police in Collierville, Tenn. The institute
was organized to develop

O T E S

professional education
programs for police, corrections personnel, juvenile justice officials and
court employees.

John Lin (MS) is director
of statistical analysis for
the analytic consulting
group at Epsilon in
Burlington, Mass.
1991

Dr. Sonya BrooksShutes (BS) is a neurology resident at Vanderbilt
University. She and her
husband John are the
parents of Ethan Tyler,
born Jan. 22, 1999.
Richard A. Couch (BA)
earned a doctorate in
German from the University of Iowa and has accepted a visiting assistant
professorship at Knox
College in Galesburg, Ill.
Katherine A. Coyle (BA)
was elected to the board
of directors of the Central
Illinois Alzheimer's
Association.
Carol Porter Deering
(EBA) and Tad Deering
announce the birth of
their daughter, Madeline
Elizabeth, on March 23.
She is the financial coordinator for the electronic
commerce development
division of MCI
WorldCom in Denver.
Gina Garavelli
Hammond (BS), her husband James and daughter
Ashley welcomed the
birth of James Matthew
Hammond on May 21.
They live in Eagan,
Minn.
Candace Smith Hunt
(BA) and Dr. Noel Hunt
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announce the birth of
their third child,
Cameron, on May 14.

Terry N. McKee (BBA)
and Michelle Lyles
McKee (BBA '91) of
Benton, Ky., had a daughter, Carson Lorraine, June
14. They also have a son,
Connor.
Janet C. Stewart (BBA)
is accounting manager
for Crye-Leike Realtors.
1992

Sheri Bancroft (BFA)
received the Tennessee
Arts Commission's Individual Artist Fellowship
Literary Award for 2000.
She teaches in The
University of Memphis'
Department of Theatre
and Dance.
Sanya Whittaker Gragg
(BBA) is assistant director
of promotions for the
University of Michigan's
athletic department.
Gragg, who received a
master's degree in sports
administration from
Georgia State University,
has worked for Nike and
the Detroit Pistons. She
and her husband Derrick
were married in Jamaica
in July and live in Novi,
Mich.

Tammy R. HawkinsStokes (BS) is vice president and CEO of Stokes
Americorp. Enterprises.
Anita Hobbs Long
(BBA) and Yerritt Long
are the parents of Kendall
Marie, born Nov. 6, 1998.
They also have a son,
Kameron. Anita is a manager for Stream International.
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Mona Hicks Snell (BA)
is The University of Memphis' student recruiter in
Middle Tennessee. She
lives in Shelbyville, Tenn.
Michael Williams (BBA,
MEd '94) and Donna
Williams (BBA '93) have
moved to Paris, Tenn.
Michael is the sales manager at the Champion
Homes plant in Henry,
Tenn.
1993

Jonathan Brandon (BA)
received a doctorate in
counseling psychology
from the University of
Southern Mississippi in
August. He completed a
residency in Wichita,
Kan., and now works at
the Eastern Kentucky
University Counseling
Center in Richmond, Ky.
DeAngelo Crutcher
(BFA) and Tonya
Hollinger were married
April 25 on Cumberland
Island, Ga. He is a senior
graphics composer for
L.M. Berry Co.; she is a
fourth-year medical student at Vanderbilt
University.
Joanie Amlin Edwards
(MEd) of Dyer, Tenn.,
was named Gibson
County Special School
District's 1999 Teacher of
the Year. She is a math
teacher at Dyer Junior
High School and Dyersburg State Community
College, and an adjunct
professor of education at
The U of M's Jackson
State campus. Edwards
also is enrolled in a
U of M doctoral program.
Caroline Graves
Galbraith (BBA) and

C L A S
O'Neal Galbraith are the
parents of Toss Stanton
Galbraith, born Sept. 11,
1998. They have three
other children, Aubrey,
O'Neal Jr. and Brennan.
The couple owns and
operates Liftrust Corp.,
a medical equipment
company in Brentwood,
Tenn.

Regina Harris (BSEd)
and Cliff Rampy (BA '94)
were married Oct. 10,
1998.

the Texas Archeological
Research Lab.

Susan Tomlinson
Schmidt (BA), director of
communications for the
International Children's
Heart Foundation, was
named the American
Society of Public
Administration's Student
of the Year by the
University of Memphis'
graduate program in public administration.

Robin Swafford Jensen
(BA) earned a master's
degree in educational psychology from the University of Nebraska. She and
her husband, Todd
Jensen, live in Peru, Neb.,
where they both work at
Peru State College.
Renee Levay Stewart

Jarret Kilpatrick (BA)
and his wife, Angie
Tucker Kilpatrick (BSN
'93), announce the birth of
their first child, Conner
Aaron, on Sept. 28. They
live in Germantown,
Tenn., where Jarret is
a district manager with
Associates Home
Equity.

Renee Levay Stewart
(BA, JD '97) and
Jonathan Stewart (JD
'97) were married Sept.
11. Renee practices with
the Nashville law firm of
North, Pursell & Ramos
PLC; John is with Bass,
Berry & Sims.

Kevin J. O'Connor (BA)
has joined the Baltimore
law firm Ober Kaler as an
associate in the litigation
department. He lives in
Columbia, Md.

Tracey King Youmans
(BBA) and James W.
Youmans were married
May 22. She is assistant
vice president/branch
manager for Union
Planters Bank in
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Keith L. Prilliman (BA)
and his wife Beth announce the birth of their
second daughter, Abby
Elizabeth, on Feb. 21.
She was welcomed by her
sister Caitlin. Keith
earned a master's degree
in anthropology at the
University of Texas and is
now an archaeologist for

William Pavatte

William Pavatte (BA)
led his Covington (Tenn.)
High School baseball
team to the Class AA
State Championship in
May with a record of 31-7.
Pavatte was named coach
of the year by both the
Tennessee Baseball
Coaches Association and
the Tennessee
Sportswriters Association.
He also was West
Tennessee coach of the
year and District 13AA
coach of the year. Married
to Karen Pavatte (BA
'92), he was a volunteer
coach of the 1994 U of M
baseball team.
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David Thomasson (BA)
was promoted to vice
president of corporate
facilities for SCB
Computer Technology Inc.
1995

Courtney E. Fee (MS)
has been promoted to
dean of admissions at
Christian Brothers
University.
1996

Josh W. Baxter (BA) is a
media production specialist with Boise Cascade
Southern Operations in
DeRidder, La., and also
has a personal video busi-

Think Spring
SpringFest 2000
Saturday, April 15 on The U of M campus
Mark your calendar today...
or you'll miss the music, petting zoo,
games, pony rides, displays, arts & crafts
fair, and exciting entertainment!

1994

Stacey G. King (BSEd)
and Patrick R. Haney
were married Sept. 11.
She is an investment specialist/branch manager for
First Tennessee Bank in
Cordova.

Katherine Graves
Terrell (BFA) of
Nashville co-founded
Edge Design Group, specializing in Web design
and custom content development. She and her husband, James R. Terrell Jr.,
are the parents of Lucy
Sinclaire Terrell, born
May 22, 1998.
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ness. His latest video won
two national awards.

Dr. Treva Berryman
(EdD) is assistant vice
chancellor of academic
affairs for the Tennessee
Board of Regents. She had
been chair of hospitality
management at State
Technical Institute at
Memphis.
Kenneth J. Christopher
(BBA, MS '97) and
Stacey Hughes
Christopher (BBA '95)
announce the birth of
their daughter, Kencey
Cheyenne, on April 16.
Kenneth is a supervising
senior tax specialist for
KPMG LLP; Stacey is a
full-time wife and mother.
Henry L. Crusoe (BBA)
is a Marine serving in
Okinawa, Japan.
James Thomson (JD) is
practicing law as a judge
advocate general with the
Air Force at Mountain
Home AFB in Idaho.
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Lt. j.g. J.S. Cathcart
(BA) is on a six-month
deployment to the
Adriatic and
Mediterranean seas and
the Arabian Gulf while
assigned to the guided
missile frigate USS Elrod.
He participated in
Exercise Cooperative
Partner '99 off the coast of
Bulgaria.
Russ Henry (BA)
received his master's
degree in education from
the University of Georgia
in college student affairs
administration. He is
assistant director of student involvement and
leadership at Mercer
University in Macon, Ga.
John Marshall Porter
(BA) was promoted to the
rank of first lieutenant in
the Army. He is stationed
at Schofield Barracks on
Oahu, Hawaii, with his
wife, Melanie "Missy"
Maulden Porter, and their
son, Cameron.

Carl D. Wilbanks (BBA)
received a master of business administration
degree from the Darden
School at the University
of Virginia. He is working
for AutoZone.
1997

Bobby Anderson (MA)
won The Carrier, the top
award at the Memphis
Independent Film
Festival, for A Look in
Her Eyes. Last year the
romantic fable won the
first Independent
Filmmakers Award from
the Tennessee Film,
Entertainment and Music
Commission.

John Myers

1998

John Myers (JD) has
joined the Nashville law
firm ofBoult, Cummings,
Conners & Berry PLC. He
is a member of the firm's
commercial finance and
real estate team, focusing
his practice in the areas of
commercial lending, bankruptcy and finance.
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The University of Memphis Alumni
Association expresses sympathy to the
families and friends of these individuals:

Alumni
(Listed alphabetically by graduation
date)

1920s-30s
Myrtle Boehm Anton '28, July '99
Mary Kirkwood Barry '30, Sept. '99
James B. Smith '31, June '99
Frances P. Hayley '32, July '99
Lillie Mae Krosp Boyd '36, Sept. '99
P.K. Seidman '36, June '99
Lillian W. Crenshaw '38, July '99
Mary A. Fitzhugh '39, Sept. '99

1940s-50s
Hugh G. Morton '40, Sept. '99
James R. Stroupe '40, March '99
Thomas E . Suggs '42, Aug. '99
Roy W. Jaffe '50, July '99
Elbert R. Joyner Jr. '50, Aug. '99
Loyd N. Pritchard Jr. '50, '59, Sept. '99
Roy N. Tipton '50, June '99
James M. "Sonny" Sullivan '51, June '99
Allen T. Goldsmith '52, '75, July '99
Robert M. Mitchum '52, July '99
Dr. J . Thomas Cobb Jr. '54, Oct. '99
Jack R. Lewis '54, Sept. '99
Constance S. Todd '54, Aug. '99
Vernon F. Williamson '54, Aug. '99

James S. Dollahite '55, July '99
Asa L. Costlow, '56, '69, Sept. '99
Donald I. Gronauer '56, Oct. '99
Charles H. Cole '57, Aug. '99
Daniel J. McHugh '57, Oct. '99
Dr. George P. Foust '58, July '99

Patsy M. Blankenship '85, '92 Aug. '99
Therese G. Clapp '85, Oct. '99
Sammy D. Seidman '85, July '99
Sharon Sadecki Shaw '87, July '99
Deborah L. Pagan '91, Aug. '99
Robert G. Dodson '93, June '99

1960s-70s

F .a .c . u. 1.ty /_ S t .a.t .f ................................

Rena M. Clay '60, '73, Oct. '99
Calma Labiche Hobson '61, Aug. '99
John F. Robertson Jr. '64, '67, Sept. '99
Dr. Spurgeon B. Eure '65, June '99
Rembert H. Williams '65, '69, July '99
Rev. Finis F. Fields '66, Oct. '99
Dr. J. Farrand Hadaway '66, '68, July '99
Ruby Jean Shaw '66, '71, Sept. '99
Larry Hahs '68, June '99
James M. Morse '69, Oct. '99
Harold H . Skeen '69, Oct. '99
Ella Mae Mickens Cole '70, June '99
Michael J. Agnew '73, July '99
Linton E. Drake '73, '76, July '99
Mark Morgan '73, July '99
Alan D. Raney '73, Oct. '99
Lawrence M. Robbins '73, July '99
Allen N. Blair '75, July '99
Bennie D. Smith '77, Sept. '99
Mary E. Walker '78, June '99

Josephus Anthony, Oct. '99
Charles A. Banks Jr., Sept. '99
Martean Beck, Aug. '99
Elmer F. Blalack, Sept. '99
Vernon D. Brown, Sept. '99
Joseph A. Canale, July '99
Sara Booth Curry, Aug. '99
Glen Dilling, Aug. '99
Dewey B. "Dick" Folden Jr., Aug. '99
Clarence A. Hardison, July '99
Priscilla A. Jeffries, Sept. '99
Dr. Richard W. Lounsbury, Sept. '99
Percy B. Miller, Sept. '99
Howard B. Pickard, Oct. '99
Henry L. Purnell, Sept. '99
Calvin R. Snyder, Aug. '99
Dr. William H. Spell Jr. '51, Oct. '99
Nancy K. Moyt Von Stein, Aug. '99
Robert H. Wurz, Aug. '99
Friends

1980s-90s
William R. Langford '80, June '99
Stuart G. Levine '80, Oct. '99
Charles A. Frith '81, '86, Aug. '99
Bobby P. Grisham '83, Sept. '99

ALUMNI

Hugh D. Burkett Jr., Aug. '99
Murray A. Spindel, July '99
Arthur L. Young, Oct. '99

ASSOCIATION

.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: J. Kenneth Hazen (BBA '75), President; Patrick N. Lloyd (BBA '76), President-Elect; Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD '72), Treasurer; Stephen W. Vescovo (BBA '77,
JD '80), Past President; Homer B. Branan (BBA '68, BL '68); Jim Canfield (BBA '80); Larry P. Cox (BBA '69, MBA '73); Bernice Bouie Donald (JD '79); Bob Eoff (BA '71); Jimmie D. Fouts Sr.
(BBA '63); Dawn Fulwood (BBA '86); Shirley H. Hilliard (BSEd '74, MEd '77, EdD '97); J. Kevin Hyneman ('83); Dennis H. Jones (BBA '73, MS '74); Patrick W. Lawler (BA '77, MS '81); John T.
Lawrence (BS 70); Rick Masson (BA 78, MS '87); Marsha McDonald (BA '73); Gaelin D. Neely (BBA '84); Don Ray (BBA '76); Jack Sammons (BBA '85); Preston Shaw Jr. (BBA '74); Ken Sossaman
(BBA '75); Thomas Sullivan (BBA '74); Laurie Tucker (BBA '78, MBA '83); Johnnie Turner (MEd '71); Beverly Vaughan (BBA '78, JD '84); James T. "Tom" Watson (BBA '70)

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS: Henri Brooks, BSEd '72; Carol Chumney, BA '83, JD '86; Florence Crenshaw Hall, BS '89; William "Trip" Jones 111, BSET '77, MS '86
DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Harvey Berkowitz, BBA '69 (Atlanta); Dennis J. Biodrowski, BS '63 (Dallas/Ft. Worth); Robert W. Canfield Jr., BBA '59 (Boston); Brad Hancock, BBA
'80 (Jackson, Tenn.); Rick Kale, BSEd '72 (Jackson, Miss.); Harry A. Paulk, BS '60 (Chattanooga)

CONSTITUENT CHAPTERS: Arts &Sciences: Susie Hayes, BS '65, MA '71; AUSP: Dana Turner Kobler, MA '94; Band: Jan Crenshaw, BPS '91 ; Business &Economics: Gayle Powelson,
BBA '81, MBA '97; Education: Marilyn Powell, BS '58, MEd '71 , EdD '76; Emeriti: David A. Collins, MA '62; Engineering: Bob Rogers, BSME '84, MS '89; Journalism: Kini Kedigh, BA '76; Law:
Art Quinn, JD '78; Luther C. McClellan: Olander Franklin, BA '81 ; Nursing:Tammy Keough, BSN '96; University College: Kelley Johnson (BPS '81 ); Women's Leadership Council: Beverly Vaughan,
BBA '78, JD '84; Young Alumni Council: Darrin Devault, BA '93

U OF M CLUBS: Atlanta: Tom Capon, BBA '70; Big Hatchie (Covington): C. Mike Travis, BS '77; Birmingham: Dewayne Nix, BSEd '72; Chattanooga: TBA; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian Kelley, BBA
'69; Eastern Arkansas: Carlton Coveny, BA '88; Greater Memphis Clubs: TBA; Houston: Sam Blustein, BSEE '75; Jackson, Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh, '70; Nashville: Houston Davis, BA '95

ALUMNI STAFF: Associate Vice President for Development and Alumni Affairs, Daniel P. Thiel; Programs Director, Tammy Hedges; Director of Annual Giving, Tona Jackson Simpson (BA '88,
MA '95) ; Communications Coordinator, Gabrielle Maxey, BA '80; Program Coordinator, Kathy O'Gwin, BA '74; Program Coordinator, Laurie Laing, BA '92
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